
Cycle 1   - Substantive/Disciplinary Concepts linked to Key Questions 

 

 



 

 

 

Cycle 1  

 

Substantive Concepts 

 

Historical 

enquiry 
 

 

Chronology 
 

 

 

Civilisation and 

Architecture 
 

 

Conflict, 

Invasion 

and Disaster 

 

Exploration and 

Invention 
 

 

People and 

Power 
 

 
 

 

Year 1/ 

Year 2 

Exploration 
✓ ✓  

     ✓     ✓ 

Transport - Past 

and Present 
✓ ✓ 

      ✓ 
 

*Houses,Homes  

and Settlements 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

  
 

Year 3/ 

Year 4 

Stone Age to Iron 

Age 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

 

Ancient Egypt 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ ✓ 

The Vikings 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Year5/ 

Year6 

Ancient Maya 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ancient Greeks 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 

 
   

 
  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycle 2  

 
Substantive Concepts 

 

Historical 

enquiry 
 

 

Chronology 
 

 

 

Civilisation and 

Architecture 
 

 

Conflict, 

Invasion 

and Disaster 

 

Exploration and 

Invention 
 

 

People and 

Power 
 

 

Year 1/ 

Year2 

*Remembrance 
✓ ✓  ✓ 

 
✓ 

The Great Fire of 

London 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

 
    

 
 

Year3/ 

Year4 

Romans 
✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ 

 
      

The Anglo-Saxons 
✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Year5/ 

Year 6 

*Queen Victoria 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
✓ ✓ 

Children in WWII 
✓ ✓ 

 
✓ 

 
✓ 

 
  

 
 

 
 

*links local History 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Overview with Key Questions 

 

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 

 
Year 1/Year 2 
Cycle 1 

Exploration 

 

Transport and Travel 

 

Houses, Homes & Settlements 

 



 Key Questions: 
1)Why were explorers’ important people? 
2)Why did explorers want to find out more 
about the world? 
3)Who is Christopher Columbus  
why is he an important explore?  
4) Do you think Columbus’s expedition was a 
success? 
5) How has exploration changed since 
Columbus? 

Key Questions: 
1)How has the way people travel changed? 
How do we know? 
2)Why has the way we travel changed? 
3)When were the different methods of 
transport? (on a timeline) 
4)What impact did different types of transport 
have on society? 
 

Key Questions: 
1)What did people, need in the past from a 
settlement? 
2)Why were different houses and other 
buildings built? 
3)How have homes and the way they are 
built changed over time? 
4)How has your home/house changed in 
living memory? 

Enrichment Milestones  Windsor Castle/Wokingham 

 
Year 1/Year 2 
Cycle 2 

Remembrance 

 
 
 

  

Great Fire of London

 
  

 

 Key Questions: 
1)Why are people wearing poppies this week? 
2)Who do we remember on Remembrance 
Day? 
3)Why is it important that we remember? 
4)How are people in our local community 
remembered? 
*Primary and secondary sources of evidence 
focus for this unit 

Key Questions: 
1)When was The Great Fire of London? 
2)Why did it start and how long did it last? 
3)Why did it spread? 
4)What was the impact of the Great Fire on 
Londoners? 
 
 

 

Enrichment Local church war graves 
Remembrance Service in church for school 

community 

“Fire Fire” session Tower of London  

 

 



Year 3/Year 4 
Cycle 1 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

 
 

 

Egyptians 

 

Vikings 

 
 

 

 Key Questions: 
1)When did the Stone to the Iron Age happen? 
2)What evidence do we have about the Stone 
Age and Iron Age? 
3)How were Stone Age people’s lives different 
to people today? 
4)Why did the Stone Age and Iron Age end? 

Key Questions: 
1)Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 
2)What do we know about the Ancient 
Egyptians’ society and culture? 
3)What was the key role of the River Nile? 
4)How did the Ancient Egyptians communicate 
(writing and numbers)? 
5)Why did the Ancient Egyptians build 
pyramids? 
6)How did the Egyptian civilisation end? 

Key Questions: 
1)Who were the Vikings? 
2)Why did the invade and where? 
3)What happened to the Anglo Saxons when 
the Vikings arrived? 
4)How did Vikings trade and explore? 
5)What archaeological evidence do we have 
for the Vikings? 
 

Enrichment Caesar’s Camp (local) 
Reading Museum 

Visitors to school-workshop Reading Museum 

 

Year3/Year 4 
Cycle 2 

Romans 

 

  Anglo-Saxons 

 



 Key Questions: 
1)Where did the Romans come from? 
2)When and how did their Empire grow? 
3)Why was the Roman army so successful? 
4)What changes did they bring to Britain?  
5)Who tried to resist them and why?  

 Key Questions: 
1)Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 
2)Why did they invade and where? 
3)What happened to the Romans so the 
Anglo-Saxons could invade? 
4)How did the Anglo-Saxon’s beliefs change? 
5)Why was the Norman Conquest 
important? 
6)What archaeological evidence do we have 
for the Anglo-Saxons? 

Enrichment Bath 
Lunt Fort 

Reading Museum 

 Visitors to school 
Ufton Court 

 

 

Year 5/Year 6 
Cycle 1 

AD 900 (Maya) 

 

Ancient Greeks 

 

 

 

 Key Questions: 

1)Who were the Maya? 

2)What do we know about Ancient Mayan 
society and culture? 
3)How did the Maya communicate (writing and 
numbers)? 
4)Why is Chichen Itza a significant place for the 
Maya? 
5)Why did the Maya civilisation 
change/collapse? 

Key Questions: 
1)What do we mean by democracy and 
oligarchy? 
2)Why were the Athenians and Spartans 
significant in Ancient Greece? 
3)Does Alexander the Great deserve his title?  
4)What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks and 
what impact does it have on our lives today? 

 

Enrichment    



 

Year 5/Year 6 
Cycle 2 

Queen Victoria (links to history 
of the locality) 

 

Children in WW2  

 
 

 

 Key Questions: 
1)What were the key events in Queen Victoria’s 
life? 
2)What was the impact of the Industrial 
Revolution during Queen Victoria’s reign? 
3)What do we mean by “Empire”? 
4)Why did the British want an empire and who 
benefitted from it? 
5)What was Queen Victoria’s legacy? 

Key Questions: 
1)Why did Britain go to war in 1939? 
2)What was the Blitz? 
3)How was propaganda used during WWII? 
4)What impact did rationing have on family 
life? 
5)Was being evacuated as a child in WW2 a 
positive experience? 
(Family History? 

 

Enrichment Reading Museum 
History of our school and church (Local) 

Oral Witness  
Class Museum 

 

  

 


