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Intent
English Vision
At St Sebastian’s, we aim to provide an engaging and challenging English curriculum, where children become passionate about reading and writing. English is interlaced though the curriculum to ensure clear purpose and context. Our intention is to foster pupils who are confident and articulate speakers; fluent, critical and avid readers, as well as being effective and creative in the written word. 

Implementation

EYFS - In EYFS, the English curriculum is divided in Language and Communication, and Literacy as specified by the EYFS framework. The development of children’s spoken language is of the highest importance in EYFS. This is delivered through high quality conversations and modelling by adults. The children are read to daily to develop their vocabulary and their love of reading. 

Reading- 

· Read Write Inc -. In EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 most children follow a daily phonic programme to create fluent, enthusiastic readers, confident speakers and willing writers. Phonics planning is carried out by teachers and TAs following using The Read Write Inc phonics scheme and takes place five times per week for approximately 40 minutes. The children are assessed and grouped according to their phonic knowledge. In KS2, some children who are not yet fluent readers and accurate writers, will complete a 1:1 or a group intervention programme. This will equip them with the skills to read and understand texts confidently, write fluently, think critically and articulate thoughts and ideas clearly. In this programme the children are taught:

· sounds (phonemes) for every letter of the alphabet 
· to segment words into the individual phonemes
· to blend phonemes in order to read words.
· to use phonemes to spell words.
· that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes.
· to read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonic patterns.
· to read texts and words that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible.
· to decode texts effortlessly so that their focus can be used on reading to learn (comprehension)

Accelerated Reader - We also use Accelerated Reader for children in Key Stage 2, which is a whole class management and monitoring programme that aims to foster independent reading. This is a well-regarded reading practice software is popular in schools across the UK and around the world, it allows teachers to monitor the reading development and practices of their pupils and provides tools to quickly ascertain their reading level, reading age and comprehension level. Pupils read a book, take an online quiz and get immediate feedback. They are aided in their selection of the next book by the monitoring software which will guide the level of difficulty for their choice. The programme encourages pupils to read independently and more importantly at their own pace and level. Ensuring pupils are choosing books within their reading level range, or Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), will help achieve the greatest possible reading growth. Schools, pupils and parents can look up the Accelerated Reader™ Level of individual books using the AR Book finder. All reading books in KS2 books are linked to accelerated reader levels in and should be accessible for children to change/choose their books when appropriate. Reading aloud in school. Children also have access to non-fiction books in their classrooms, which provide children with the opportunity to read books, which link to other curriculum subjects and events in the year, such as Black History Month. Teachers and other adults will hear children read daily, three times a week or weekly depending on a child’s level of fluency. They will also question them about the text they are reading using VIPERS (see next paragraph).

VIPERS - From Year 2 onwards, there are also twice weekly reading lessons based on a class text, each lesson focuses on questions based on VIPERS. VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as part of the UK’s reading curriculum. They are the key areas, which we feel children should know and understand to improve their comprehension of texts. 

Writing

At St Sebastian’s we have adopted ‘The Write Stuff’ by Jane Considine to bring clarity and consistency to the mechanics of writing and to enable our children to write effectively and coherently. As a school, all children learn to write through the Write Stuff approach. This was developed by teacher and leading English consultant, Jane Considine. It is a fun, creative and rigorous approach to develop children’s writing. This approach allows children to apply basic skills, vocabulary and grammar knowledge to write effective sentences, which are full of impact and keep the reader interested. Writing lessons will have a clear context and usually link to other areas of the curriculum. In The Write Stuff approach to writing, the children explore high level, rich vocabulary and are taught grammar in context through different writing lenses on the Writing Rainbow. There are three lenses used to support children with their writing:
Fantastics – ideas for writing
Grammaristics – tools for writing
Boomtastics – writing techniques
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The Write Stuff is based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that slide between experience days and sentence stacking lessons. As part of the teaching sequence, teachers plan experience days; sentence stacking lessons and independent writing sequences. Experience days immerse children in experiences linked to their writing and drench them in vocabulary linked to the lenses in ‘The Writing Rainbow’. From the experience days, children take part in the sentence stacking lessons. Sentence stacking lessons focus on writing three sentences with focuses on lenses of the rainbow.‘The Write Stuff’ follows a method called ‘Sentence Stacking’ which refers to the fact that sentences are stacked together and organised to engage children with short, intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to their own writing.

An individual lesson is based on one plot point from the text, broken in to three learning chunks:
· 1. Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a sentence.
· 2. Model section – the teacher models a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques.
· 3. Enable section – the children write their sentence, following the teacher’s model.

This part of the unit is heavily scaffolded with lots of teacher input and modelling of vocabulary use, sentence construction and use of grammar with reference to the 3 writing lenses. During the initiate section children ‘chot’ (chat and jot) down their ideas from stimulating resources, such as pictures, music and drama. The children are encouraged to use ‘kind calling out’ where they call out examples of vocabulary, adverbs, onomatopoeia etc. During the Model section the teacher prepares children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar and techniques of writing taken from the writing rainbow. In the Enable section pupils write their own sentences, taking the opportunity to deepen the moment. ‘Deepen the Moment’ is where children are challenged to independently draw upon previously learnt skills and apply them to their writing during that chunk. Following the sentence stacking, children are given the opportunity to show what they have learnt by planning and writing their own independent piece of writing. After they have written their independent piece, their work is marked by the class teacher who identifies different aspects of their written piece to be edited. 

There are 3 elements to the editing; 
E1 Edit: The Revise: These are often ‘little’ adjustments or changes and tend to fall into one of these categories; Spellings Missing words or Punctuation
E2 Edit: The Rewrite: Children are asked to re-write a sentence if it doesn’t make sense, could be restructured or generally improved.
E3 Edit: The Reimagine: This is when a writer wants to add more sentences to develop an idea further

The Write Stuff provides a balance of narrative, non-fiction and poetry writing throughout each term.


Speaking and Listening 
The cross curriculum approach at St Sebastian’s enables children to develop their essential speaking and listening skills, as we recognise that the teaching of these skills are not exclusive to the English lessons.  Our whole school approach to the children’s development are recognised and provided as follows:   
· Regular opportunities for children to voice their opinions with talk-partners, in small groups and in whole-class situations.  
· Developing the ability to take turns and to listen to others. 
·  Opportunities for pupils to articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions, give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes.  
· Listening and responding to a variety of different texts including stories, poetry and non-fiction texts (taught through foundation subjects).  
· Teaching children to articulate thoughts and feelings of characters in books they read, and the situations they may have experienced.  
· Planning opportunities for children to take part in role-play, drama activities, discussion, hot-seating and school performances.  
· Encouraging children to speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English.  
· All staff are to model the correct pronunciation of words and where required discreetly model corrections for pupils where necessary
· Opportunities to participate in class assemblies or museums
· Opportunities to be part of the School Parliament

Impact

Reading
We want to instill a love of reading in all children. By using engaging texts in English lessons and in learning across the curriculum, children are exposed to a range of genres and styles. By creating reading rich environments and celebrations across the school year, we want children to see that we are all readers and it is a skill we all need to learn. As a result of this ethos and a rigorous approach to the teaching of reading, our children will:
· Read widely and often across the curriculum and be able to extract information from different genres of text. Children will be able to apply their phonics knowledge to decode unknown words and by re-reading texts, will gradually build their fluency.
· Reach their potential in all areas of the curriculum as they will be able to apply their reading skills to different subject areas.
· Learn new pieces of vocabulary and gain creative ideas from fiction texts. 
· After listening to inspiring stories, children will be able to transfer ideas into their own writing and be motivated to use higher level vocabulary.

Writing
Having followed the Write Stuff approach to developing their writing skills children should be able to
· write for a range of purposes including diary entries, persuasive letters, stories, poems and recounts to name but a few.
· use their vast knowledge of vocabulary to excite, inform or entertain the reader.
· understand a range of punctuation and the effect it can have on the reader in both writing and reading.
· understand and be able to use a range of grammatical devices.
· understand the various sentence types that can be used to support different genres.
· spell accurately using their phonetic knowledge and apply spelling rules.
· to speak clearly, fluently and coherently, to be able to listen attentively with understanding, pleasure and empathy and contribute to group discussions
  

Speaking and Listening
Formative assessment is consistently ongoing by the class teacher (and other adults) through the daily teaching sessions whereby misconceptions can be addressed accordingly. Regular summative assessment of reading and writing task will incorporate moderation of the speaking and listing skills. 

Organisation of resources 
The English Subject Leaders and Phonics Leader will liaise with all members of staff before ordering resources. The phonics scheme resources are kept in Pine class cupboards. The majority of other resources are kept in the classrooms of the classes using them. Write Stuff resources should be found in each class. 

Methods of Assessment

· Prior Learning Checks – before each unit of work, children complete a prior learning check focused on the upcoming genre.  This is then assessed so that the planned scheme of work can be adapted to the needs of that particular cohort of children.
· Feedback – teachers will give children feedback on their work (see Feedback Policy) 
· Independent Writing – after each unit of work, children will complete an independent piece of writing. These pieces of work will form the basis of teacher assessments.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ongoing writing moderation within and across key stages, other TKAT schools and at local authority level. 
Any Other Key Information

This policy is to be used in conjunction with:

· The Teaching and Learning Policy
· SEND Policy
· Presentation, Marking and Feedback Policy
· Assessment Policy
· Common Pedagogy: Reading 
· Common Pedagogy: Writing 
· Home-Learning Policy

Review
To be produced by the Subject Leader and Head of School and reviewed on a two-yearly cycle.
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