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Intent

Geography Vision 
[bookmark: _Hlk75254599]Our Geography curriculum aims to inspire our pupils’ curiosity to know about and care for the world around them. Children will explore the physical and human characteristics of their school and local area, the UK, Europe and the wider world and will gain this knowledge through first-hand, practical experiences and fieldwork, where possible. 


Implementation Long Term Overview
Disciplinary Skills-
(Milestones)

Substantive Knowledge -
Key Concepts + Vocabulary 
Unit Overviews, Planning and Knowledge Organiser


























Sequencing of the Geography Curriculum
The content for each year group is outlined in the whole school curriculum long term plan and follows the National Curriculum. The curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards developing core geographical knowledge and skills. The progression of geographic knowledge in the Geography curriculum begins with a focus on the immediate geography of the school site – then moving onto developing geographic understanding of the local area – before broadening into a study of the UK. Children also learn about the continents and seas at KS1 – and then utilise that knowledge when studying global physical geography topics such as rivers and mountains. By the end of KS2, children are studying the physical and human geography of specific continents and regions – in addition to learning about complex topics such as sustainability and meteorology.


Knowledge, Threshold Concepts and Vocabulary
The knowledge to be taught for each unit, has been identified through a main question and 5 linked key questions, alongside key vocabulary is planned and relevant threshold concepts. These are revisited throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, to enable children to make connections between different geographical skills and locations. This includes the local area, Europe and the world. The core knowledge, threshold concepts and vocabulary for each unit of geography are also incorporated into a knowledge organiser. This knowledge organiser is a tool to support children with their learning and a way of embedding knowledge and vocabulary into their long-term memory. The knowledge organisers are also shared with parents to support home learning. Where possible, each class also have topic books linked to the geography units, which help children build on their current knowledge. There is some cross-curricular links with Geography within writing units.


Disciplinary Skills (Key Concepts)
There is a progression of skills which are set out for each thread of geographical learning and complement the knowledge taught. These skills develop to a point at the end of KS2, by which point children should be able to:
> Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied
> Use the eight points of a compass,  four-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom  in the past and present. 
> Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of latitude and longitude in depth.
 > Expand map skills to include non-UK countries.
> Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.



Enrichment Opportunities
Where possible there will also be enrichment opportunities both in school, in the local area and further afield. These may include: visit to Henley Rowing Museum, the local area field trips including Heath Lake and Finchampstead Ridges.

Organisation of Resources and Allocation of Time
Consultation with other members of staff should take place before ordering resources. Most resources are stored in the humanities resource cupboard. Geography units of work will be taught weekly. In Key Stage 1 lessons will last approximately 30-45 mins and in Key Stage 2 between 45 mins-1 hour.


IMPACT

Monitoring  
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in geography is the responsibility of the geographcurrciulum lead. The work of the subject lead also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. Monitoring takes place through pupil voice, checking teachers’ planning, book scrutiny, learning walks.


Assessment 
Assessment is primarily carried out formatively whilst observing during lessons and carrying out pupil conversations. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school’s Feedback Policy. Throughout each geography unit, children will take part in knowledge organiser quizzes to test how much knowledge is being retained. At the end of each unit, children will be assessed using the key questions (knowledge based) and using the milestones (disciplinary skills), the data will also be uploaded onto Target Tracker on a termly basis. The data will be monitored by the geography working party. AFL is also a major component of assessment in geography: informing planning and teaching.


EYFS 
Children in Reception follow the EYFS Framework, geography is included in the Understanding the World area of learning, specifically People, Culture and Communities. The children learn about their immediate environment through stories, observation and when appropriate field work. Adult led activities are planned throughout the year to teach the children the beginnings of geographical language and skills.
At the end of the year children who are at the expected level of development will:
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.
Any Other Key Information

This policy is to be used in conjunction with:

· The Teaching and Learning Guidance
· SEND Policy
· Assessment Policy
· Presentation Marking and Feedback Policy


Review
To be produced by the Subject Leader and Head of School and reviewed on a two-yearly cycle.
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